Generate and Communicate
Trusted Landscape-Level
Sustainability Insights

Measuring Performance,
Powering Sustainability
Whether it’s deforestation, soil degradation, water
shortages, or poverty — our landscapes are under
unprecedented pressure. But these issues can’t be
viewed in isolation: they’re all connected.

Sustainable
Action

Trusted information and
incentives enable more
sustainable landscape
management decisions.

LandScale is a user-friendly assessment tool developed
by the Rainforest Alliance, Verra, and Conservation
International. It helps organizations generate holistic
landscape-level insights to deliver and credibly
communicate sustainability at scale.

Incentives for
Improvements
Credible evidence of
progress attracts
investment and buyers
to the landscape.

Trusted
Information
The assessment framework,
validation mechanism, and
online platform help generate
reliable data on sustainability.

Here’s How It Works
Assess the Landscape
Conduct an assessment
using the holistic
framework and
online tool.

Validate the Results
Gain more confidence
in your insights through
local review and
LandScale validation.

Communicate Impact
Share your results on
the platform and make
credible claims.

Think Big and Collaborate
Make more sustainable landscape management, investment,
and sourcing decisions using reliable landscape-level insights.

Identify Risks and
Opportunities

Convene
Stakeholders

Connect to
Incentives

Understand landscape trends
that can inform decision making
and drive positive impact

Align diverse stakeholders, identify
shared goals, and catalyze
cross-sectoral action

Share validated results to unlock
a variety of policy, market, and
financial incentive mechanisms

LandScale Experiences
For Different Needs and Budgets
Powered by LandScale

Validated by LandScale

Take advantage of the online platform and tailor
your assessment to your needs without
following the requirements for validation.

Validation by local stakeholders and the LandScale team provides
confidence in the results and allows you to showcase your
assessment to key stakeholders on the LandScale platform.

Access to the online platform

Access to the online platform

Flexible use of the LandScale assessment framework

Use of the full LandScale assessment framework

Ability to add your own custom indicators and metrics

Ability to add your own custom indicators and metrics

Ability to download your results at any time

Ability to download your results at any time

Access to LandScale’s assessment resources

Access to LandScale’s assessment resources

Access to online learning content

Access to online learning content
Access to community of practice
Step-by-step validation from LandScale
Develop a landscape profile and report on the platform
Option to publish results after meeting publication requirements

Share Your Results
You can share your holistic assessment results on the
platform when at least 60% of the total number of required
metrics across all of the pillars in the assessment
framework have been validated, including a minimum of
40% of the required metrics in each pillar. You can also
share the results for an individual pillar when at least 60%
of the required indicators in a pillar have been validated.

At least 60% of all required
metrics across the pillars

Use of the LandScale logo when making claims on validated results

Ecosystems
Human Well-Being
Governance
Production
At least 40% of the required
metrics in each pillar

Assessment
Framework
Ecosystems

Conserve and restore natural ecosystems

Human
Well-Being
Improve standard of living, especially for
vulnerable and/or marginalized groups

Effective conservation and protection
of natural ecosystems

Land conflicts

Natural ecosystem degradation

Education

Ecosystem restoration

Water, sanitation, and hygiene

Natural ecosystem connectivity

Basic infrastructure
Vulnerability

Protect and restore biodiversity
Threats to species

Respect, protect, and fulfill human rights

Biodiversity habitat conversion

Child labor

Biodiversity habitat degradation

Women’s rights

Biodiversity habitat restoration

Indigenous peoples ’and other
marginalized groups’ rights
Forced labor

Maintain and enhance ecosystem services

Workers’ rights

Water quantity

Other human rights

Water quality
Agriculture, forestry, and other land-use
Other ecosystem services

Recognize and protect rights to land and
resources, and reduce related conflicts
Land tenure

Natural ecosystem conversion

Biodiversity habitat protection

Governance

Production

Promote regenerative agricultural,
agroforestry, and tree production
systems
Agricultural, agroforestry, and tree
plantation productivity

Resources tenure

Input use efficiency in agricultural,
agroforestry, and tree production systems

Promote transparency, participation,
inclusion, and coordination in landscape
policy, planning, and management

Adoption of sustainable land
management practices

Land-use plan adoption and
enforcement
Coordination of government agencies
in land-use policy, planning, and
management
Stakeholder participation and
inclusion in land-use policy, planning,
and management

Adoption of sustainable waste
management practices

Promote sustainability of other natural
resource-based production sectors
User-defined indicator(s)

Illegality and corruption related to
land and resources
Climate change vulnerability
and adaptation

Core (required)
Landscape-dependent
(where applicable)
Optional

Kakum,
Ghana

San Jose,
Costa Rica

Evaluating and communicating
progress at the landscape
level toward ambitious REDD+
and Cocoa and Forest Initiative
commitments

Building support and attracting
investment for the Agua Tica Water
Fund by defining common goals,
tracking progress, and credibly
communicating results

Lead Organization

Lead Organizations

Challenges

Challenges

Ghana is the second-largest producer of cocoa in
the world and has one of the highest deforestation
rates in Africa. Cocoa farming expansion is the
primary driver of deforestation in Ghana’s tropical
high forests. This growing trend threatens
biodiversity (in one of the world’s biodiversity
hotspots), increases GHG emissions, and puts
cocoa production at risk by degrading the
ecosystem, thereby jeopardizing farmers’ and
forest-users' livelihoods.

The watershed for the Costa Rican capital, San
José, provides water for hundreds of thousands of
people and some of the country’s biggest industries.
However, rapid urbanization has resulted in
degradation and strained water resources. The
watershed must preserve and restore water
catchment areas to ensure water for the capital’s
people and economy.

Using LandScale
In 2017, Ghana and several leading cocoa and
chocolate companies joined the Cocoa & Forests
Initiative (CFI) to end deforestation and restore
forest areas. Partners in Kakum, a cocoa-producing
landscape, are using LandScale's ready-made
framework to assess whether their investments,
strategies, and field activities effectively address
challenges connected to their CFI commitments.
The partners plan to use LandScale to communicate
their progress to gain further support for their work.

Using LandScale
The Agua Tica Water Fund — established by
public and private groups in the region —
implements restoration and conservation actions
for the San José watershed. The results of
LandScale assessments will be used to provide
evidence that water tarrifs recommended by
partners contribute to improvements in restoration.
Also, by using LandScale to define common goals
and milestones, Agua TIca can catalyze collective
action and ensure the combined efforts of different
programs, policies, and initiatives drive ambitious
change toward improving sustainability outcomes
at the landscape level.

Antioquia,
Colombia
Differentiating carbon and biodiversity
credits to generate additional funding
to strengthen the resilience of
communities, ecosystems, and
regional economies
Lead Organization

Challenges
The Antioquia region is on the frontier of agricultural
expansion in Colombia and is subject to illegal mining
and extraction of flora. Deforestation is rife, putting
the unique biodiversity, including iconic species such
as the jaguar and blue-billed curassow, at risk due to
habitat loss and fragmentation. More funding is
needed for efforts to build a long-term sustainable
productive landscape that supports local livelihoods.
Using LandScale
LandScale is helping partners gain an improved
understanding of the key sustainability issues in the
landscape and better align public and private sector
efforts to address them. Partners are able to track and
communicate the cumulative impact of these efforts
to both local stakeholders and buyers of carbon and
biodiversity credits from the REDD+ and biodiversity
conservation projects in the landscape. Validation of
landscape-scale improvements can also help to
differentiate credits in the market by making them a
more attractive prospect for investors, thus funneling
additional funding into the landscape.

LandScale is a collaborative initiative
led by the Rainforest Alliance, Verra,
and Conservation International. It was
developed in partnership with the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature, Nature Conservation Research
Centre, EcoAgriculture Partners,
Proforest and Solidaridad, with input
from a broad range of stakeholders.

© 2022 LandScale. All rights reserved.

Developed by a
Coalition of Partners
The global initiative has been
supported by the International
Climate Initiative (IKI) of the
German Federal Ministry of the
Environment, Nature Conservation
and Nuclear Safety (BMU)
and the BHP Foundation’s
Environmental Resilience
Global Signature Program.

Interested
in Using
LandScale?
Visit www.landscale.org
to get started.

